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Case No.: MEDTR-001A 
Certificate of Mailing: 


IN 


THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re Application of. Matthew J. Birdsal ) Art Unit 3731 

Serial No.: 10/029,553 > Michae | Thaler 

Filed: December 20, 2001 ) 

For. Profiled Stent and Method of Manufacture ) 


DECLARATION OF MATTHEW J. BIRDSALL PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 

I, Matthew J. Birdsall, do hereby declare as follows: 

1 . I am an employee of Medtronic Vascular, Inc. . the owner by assignment 
of the above-captioned United States Patent Application Serial No. 10/029,553 on 
which I am named as the inventor. I have read and am familiar with the content of 
United States Patent Application Serial No. 10/029,553. 

2. Prior to February 14, 1996 I had conceived of and manufactured 
prototypes of swaged stents as described and claimed in United States Patent 
Application Serial No. 10/029,553. These prototypes that were made prior to February 
14, 1996 comprised a plurality of struts. In transverse cross section, each stmt had a 
substantially flat top side, a substantially flat bottom side and substantially curved left 
and right sides. 

3. Appended hereto as Exhibit A are true and exact copies of two (2) 
confidential pages from my laboratory notebook which I prepared on January 30, 1996 
to document my prior conception and prototyping of the swaged stents as described in 
Paragraph 2 above. 

I declare that all of the statements made herein of my own knowledge are true, 
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anri mat alI etate ments made on information and belief are believed to be true, and 
Z^ ^IL are made wHh Knowledge that willful false ~* -£ 
mL SO made are punishable by fine or imprisonment or both under Section 1001 of 
m M 8 2 the United States Code and that such wilful false statements may jeopards 
the validity of the patent application or and patent Issuing therefrom. 


'Date 
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This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

i ; 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCES) OR EXHIBIT^) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: ____ — 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked; please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 


